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At 6:00 a.m. on the morning of October 3, 2009, Combat Outpost Keating was viciously attacked by

Taliban insurgents. The 53 U.S. troops, having been stationed at the bottom of three steep

mountains, were severely outmanned by nearly 400 Taliban fighters. Though the Americans

ultimately prevailed, their casualties made it one of the war's deadliest battles for U.S. forces. And

after more than three years in that dangerous and vulnerable valley a mere 14 miles from the

Pakistan border, the U.S. abandoned and bombed the camp. A Pentagon investigation later

concluded that there was no reason for Outpost Keating to have been there in the first place. The

Outpost is a tour de force of investigative journalism. Jake Tapper exposes the origins of this tragic

and confounding story, exploring the history of the camp and detailing the stories of soldiers heroic

and doomed, shadowed by the recklessness of their commanders in Washington, D.C., and a war

built on constantly shifting sands.
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I was with 1st ID 6/4 Cav at COP Keating/OP Fritschie. Jake Tapper's book does great justice for

my unit, for an amazing man--Captain Robert J. Yllescas, and for the rest of the officers who were in

charge. I was very impressed with how in-depth Jake went into his coverage of our story, and with

how well it was written. Like the title of the review reads, I spent a year at Keating/Fritschie, and

even I was learning new details while reading the book--because Jake took his time and got the real

stories. Smiles and cries, that about sums up my experience reading it. Anyone who wants to



understand what true sacrifice is should read this book. Jake, thank you for telling our story to the

world! I cannot thank you enough man. Thank you all, read our story, share it with your friends and

family.

The Outpost is incredibly well researched. As a soldier who was there, I can say Jake Tapper tells

our story well. By focusing on a particular region of Afghanistan, not just a particular unit or person,

The Outpost is able to provide a better overall picture of the war in Afghanistan and what the

soldiers experienced in the most remote corner of that country. The Outpost, through exhaustive

interviews and research, is able to combine the thoughts and decisions of commanders, with the

actions of the soldiers in the field, and round it out with the reactions of the family and friends back

at home to provide a complete understanding of the war and its effects on everyone involved. I

personally enjoyed reading The Outpost and learning the thoughts of many of the officers I served

with, who could not be as open about their true thoughts and feelings as they could until after that

fact, and also learning of the trials and challenges of the units that replaced mine, and how the war

continued to unfold in the remote mountains of Afghanistan that I called home for 16 months. The

Outpost, is neither pro-war nor anti-war. It is the cold hard truth documenting a flawed strategy to

tame an untamable remote corner of Afghanistan, as told through the story of the many soldiers

who personally served there from 2006 through 2009. The Outpost brings to the reader many

stories of heroes and leaders the world needs to know about.

I served at Camp Keating for 15 months. Jake Tapper has done an incredible job on The Outpost.

This book is well-researched, well-written, and accurate. If you want to know what our Soldiers are

experiencing while fighting in Afghanistan, read this book.

Jake Tapper takes the reader to one of the most inhospitable places in the world during America's

longest war. Nuristan/Kunar provinces of Afghanistan are located in the northeast corner of the

country adjacent to Pakistan and has been the scene of some of the bloodiest fighting of the war.

The book tells the story of 3 different cavalry units, all trying desperately to hold one small piece of

land known as Camp Keating from its conception in 2006 to its untimely death in 2009. Countless

bloody battles are chronicled in the nonfiction book, soldiers were killed others were wounded

defending a small base high in the Hindu Kush that was ultimately overrun by a large group of

insurgents. This book is a true testament to all those brave men who served and died there.......

Want to get an unbiased depiction of the war in Afghanistan? READ THIS BOOK!



Having served in Afghanistan and supported the men at Keating from overhead that dark day in

2009, I simply cannot stress enough how important The Outpost is in capturing and conveying the

struggles and complexities faced by our men and women serving in Afghanistan, even to this day.

Jake Tapper's meticulous attention to detail and comprehensive, unbiased research conveys a story

rich in history, decision making (both good and poor), detail and subtlety. He honors the memory of

the men who fell at the hands of the enemy and (seemingly) as a result of the inattention from

higher leadership. This book captures and highlights to the reader the decision making at the

highest levels which led to the tragedy that was COP Keating, and we as informed citizens owe it to

our soldiers to understand how they got where they are and how they face those challenges down

on a daily basis with bravery and commitment to their fellow soldiers.In twenty years when we all

look back on the war in Afghanistan from a historical perspective, The Outpost will be an

indispensable part of that history. They say that those who forget history are doomed to repeat it. If

this books takes one tiny step towards ensuring we don't condemn our soldiers to a untenable

outpost in an indefensivble position in an unviable part of a lost land, then it will have done more

than anyone could have hoped.Above everything else; above the politics and the military

ins-and-outs. Beyond the BS and the PR and the spin of winning hearts and minds and telling a

story. Jake honors the men who died at Keating, not fighting for a cause or for some ideal of

building a deomcratic Afghanistan. They died for the man next to them, and Jake tells that story with

compassion and honesty that should humble each and every one of us when we see one of our

finest in uniform.Read it. Learn it.

I am the mother of a survivor of COP Keating. I have heard many of these stories first hand, but to

see them in print, in order, has opened my eyes wider to the horrors of war. Americans need to get

their head back in the game and realize the sacrifices our troops make. Jake Tapper gives the

opportunity for just that in this book. This is a tribute to not only the fallen but to those humble souls

who came out of COP Keating forever changed.
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